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MARCH AIR SHOW 2025

Knights,

Welcome to the Southern California Airshow edition of The Beacon. We are
honored to host the airshow on April 11 & 12, where we will showcase the power,
precision, and unwavering dedication of the United States military and the
aviation community.

March Air Reserve Base has stood as a pillar of American airpower for over a
century. We will proudly open our gates to share the legacy of excellence that
defines our armed forces. This airshow is more than a display of skill and
technology—it is a testament to the courage, discipline, and expertise of the men
and women who serve our great nation.

Attendees will witness the raw lethality and unmatched capabilities of our
military and civilian aviators as they push the limits of flight and demonstrate the
might of American airpower. From high-speed military demonstrations to awe-
inspiring civilian performances, and from cutting-edge aircraft to interactive
ground displays, every aspect of this event reflects our commitment to
defending freedom and advancing the frontier of aviation.

Whether you are a lifelong aviation enthusiast, a supporter of our armed forces,
or simply want to experience the thrill of flight, I encourage you to invite your
family and friends to take it all in. Engage with our community members, share
the technology that protects our nation, and let them witness firsthand the
dedication that keeps our skies safe.

I thank you for all that you do for our base and our great nation. I hope you have
the chance to come out with your loved ones to enjoy the show!

Southern California Airshow

Colonel Bryan M. Bailey



MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. – The Southern California Air Show has grown into one of
the most anticipated and celebrated aviation events in the nation, rooted in decades of
tradition at March Air Reserve Base (March ARB). Formerly known as March Field AirFest
and Thunder Over the Empire, this event has become a signature display of air power,
innovation, and community pride.  

Established in 1918 as March Field, March ARB has been at the heart of U.S. military aviation
for over a century. From its origins as a World War I pilot training base to its current mission
supporting global mobility, combat airlift, and air refueling under Air Force Reserve
Command, March ARB remains a symbol of enduring strength. The air show serves as a
powerful connection between the base and the Southern California community, offering a
rare glimpse into the capabilities and dedication of today’s Airmen.  

“The Southern California Air Show is
not just a demonstration of air power;
it’s an opportunity to connect with the
community and showcase the
capabilities of the men and women
who serve at March ARB,” said Lt. Col.
Sean Ferguson, Southern California Air
Show director. “This event is a true joint
effort, bringing together military and
civilian partners to make it a world-
class experience.”  

THE LEGACY OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AIR SHOW: 
A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE AT MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE

BY: MSGT WENDY DAY

Executing an event of this magnitude is no
small feat. It’s a Herculean effort that
demands months of planning,
coordination, and precision across
countless moving parts. 

“It takes a massive joint effort to run an air
show of this magnitude,” said Maj. Perry
Covington, 452nd AMW Public Affairs
director and ground boss for the event.
“From security to logistics, airspace
management, and public outreach, every
detail is meticulously planned to ensure
safety and success.” 

The 452nd Air Mobility Wing leads the charge, working hand-in-hand with state and local
partners to bring the event to life while maintaining focus on mission readiness. Security is a
critical piece of the puzzle, involving close collaboration with federal and local agencies
including the FBI, Department of Homeland Security, Riverside County Sheriff’s Department,
and base security forces. 



 

“The goal is to provide a safe and enjoyable
experience while maintaining a robust security
posture,” said Capt. John Medcalf, lead operations
coordinator for the air show. “The partnerships we
build with law enforcement and emergency
response agencies ensure we are ‘Always Ready’ to
handle any situation.”  

The air show isn’t just about jets and static displays
—it’s about people. It’s about the Airmen, the
families, the veterans, and the local community
that supports this base year after year. From the
high-speed maneuvers of the world-renowned
United States Air Force Thunderbirds to the
immersive ground exhibits, every part of the
experience is designed to educate, inspire, and
honor those who serve.  

“This air show is our way of giving back to the
community that supports us year-round,” Ferguson
added. “It’s a chance for people to see what we do,
meet the Airmen who make it happen, and be
inspired by the incredible capabilities of our
nation’s military.”  

As March ARB carries its rich legacy into the future,
the 2025 Southern California Air Show stands as a
proud tribute to heritage, excellence, and the
power of partnership. With each roar of the engines
and each wave from the crowd, the tradition
continues—bigger, better, and bolder than ever.

THE LEGACY OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AIR SHOW: 
A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE AT MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE



CHIEF’S ON LEADERSHIP
MSGT WENDY DAY

MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. – Chief Master Sgt. William Kelly, the senior enlisted
leader for the 452nd Mission Support Group, sees his role as more than a position—it’s an
opportunity to shape the culture, professionalism and operational effectiveness of the entire
group. With a distinguished career spanning more than two decades, Kelly’s leadership
centers on building trust, investing in Airmen and ensuring mission execution with
excellence.

As the senior enlisted leader, Kelly is uniquely
positioned to influence the development of
Airmen across diverse specialties. He prioritizes
mentorship and professional development,
ensuring enlisted personnel have the guidance
and resources necessary to succeed. A key focus of
his leadership is empowering Airmen to grow into
strong, capable leaders who are ready to guide
the next generation.

“Leadership is about building trust, investing in
people and ensuring the mission is executed with
excellence,” Kelly said. “My ultimate goal is to
develop Airmen who are ready to lead, support
and win in any environment. A strong leader
creates other strong leaders, and that’s what I
strive to achieve every day.”

Kelly’s commitment to service extends beyond his
assigned duties. His deployment in support of
Operation Allies Welcome demonstrated his
willingness to step outside of his comfort zone
and lead by example.

“That mission highlighted the importance of adaptability and teamwork,” Kelly said. “It
reinforced our commitment to serving and assisting those in need.”

Throughout his tenure, Kelly has consistently emphasized readiness, resilience and
adaptability. He fosters a culture of open communication, provides honest feedback and
instills a sense of discipline, accountability and recognition.

He encourages Airmen to find balance between their military and personal lives,
recognizing that overall well-being contributes directly to mission success.

“Our Airmen are our greatest asset,” Kelly said. “When we take care of them, they take
care of the mission.”

Kelly’s dedication to shaping the culture of the 452nd Mission Support Group—and his
unwavering commitment to developing Airmen—ensures the group remains ready to
meet the challenges of today and tomorrow. His servant leadership continues to inspire
those he leads.



MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD
A LETTER FROM NOELLE

Hi, I’m Noelle, and I want to tell you about my life as a military kid. I started this journey in
2019 when I was just six years old, and my mom went to tech school and boot camp. I was
really sad when she left to start her job as an aircraft mechanic, but she called me every day
and even threw me a surprise birthday party that I’ll never forget.

One day, I was on the phone and walking around my
house when I suddenly heard “Surprise!” and saw
confetti everywhere. This was just one of the many
times my mom made me feel special even when she
was away. She also sent me gifts every week, and
when she came back, I got to go to lots of cool events.

One of the best parts of my life so far was going to my
very first military ball. The event had a ’80s theme, and
it was so exciting! I also got to go inside of a military
aircraft for the first time, which was really thrilling and
something that I will always remember.

I have been to many Christmas parties and other fun
events too. Being a military kid means I get to have lots
of adventures and learn new things. I even get to be
known as one of the coolest kids at school, especially
on career day.

I am really, really proud of my mom. She isn’t just my mom; she’s like a superhero who
saves lives every day. Her strength, hard work, and dedication inspire me to be brave and
do my best. Now, I’m excited because I get to visit her while she goes away for four months
for tech school. I’ll be with her and learn even more about what makes her so amazing, and
we’re also going to visit the Lincoln Memorial during that time!

Being a military kid is the best thing in the world, and every challenge and adventure has
helped make me who I am today. Catch you later, and keep on smiling! 

With love, Noelle 
Military Child

Don’t forget there are free portraits for all military kids - April 6th from 0900-1200



AIR SHOW SECURITY: 
JOINT FORCES ENSURE SAFETY FOR 2025 SOCAL AIR SHOW

MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. – Ensuring the safety of more than 400,000 spectators at
the 2025 Southern California Air Show is a top priority for military and civilian agencies. The
event, scheduled for April 12-13, 2025, at March Air Reserve Base, represents a full-spectrum
joint effort between federal, state, county, and city agencies, working in unison to protect
attendees and personnel.

“This air show is a 100% joint effort,” Mcmanus added. “It’s all about getting these agencies into
one room, ensuring they collaborate effectively and work together without stepping on each
other, while getting everything done that needs to be accomplished.”

Key federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Department of
Homeland Security are actively engaged in intelligence sharing and threat assessments. The
Riverside County Sheriff’s Emergency Response Team and Moreno Valley Station deputies will
provide additional support, reinforcing security protocols in partnership with base law
enforcement personnel.

“I venture to say, March Air Reserve Base has the best collaborative relationships with all public
safety agencies in and around the installation. This benchmark collaboration has ensured a
robust security plan, in line with the principle “Always Ready”. From the ground to the sky, we
are watching and ready, to ensure maximum public safety and threat mitigation,” said Master
Sgt. Daniel Armstrong, 452nd Security Forces Squadron.

Local law enforcement, including city and county police, fire departments, and emergency
medical services, will integrate with military security forces for real-time threat assessment
and rapid response capabilities. Surveillance assets, crowd monitoring, and incident response
teams will be positioned across the venue to address any potential security concerns swiftly
and efficiently. “The goal was to bring military and civilian counterparts together to ensure an
integrative security operation.” said MSgt Armstrong.

With a comprehensive and coordinated approach, the 2025 Southern California Air Show
demonstrates the power of joint operations. The collective efforts of military and civilian
agencies exemplify the highest standards of security readiness, ensuring spectators can focus
on the awe-inspiring aerial performances with confidence in their safety.

BY: MSGT WENDY DAY

“Every level of law enforcement is in lockstep,
ensuring this air show is safe and secure,” said Lt.
Col. David Mcmanus, 452nd Security Forces
Squadron commander. “The coordination you
see happening involves multiple entities—from
county and city agencies to federal and military
partners—all collaborating to ensure a secure
environment.”
The 452nd Air Mobility Wing (AMW), in
alignment with Air Force Reserve Command’s
priorities, leads security planning under the core
principle of being ‘Always Ready.’ Security
measures involve a multi-layered defense
approach, integrating intelligence, emergency
response, and real-time coordination between
agencies.



March Air Reserve Base, Calif. – Each month, the Air Force Reserve’s Delayed Entry Training
Flight (DETF) program at March Air Reserve Base welcomes between 60 and 90 recruits,
helping them transition from civilian life to military service.

The DETF program, held during the monthly Unit Training Assembly weekends, provides
new fully enlisted recruits with lodging, meals, and pay while preparing them for the rigors
of Basic Military Training. Over two days, trainees participate in briefings, physical fitness
training, and career field discussions to familiarize themselves with the expectations and
responsibilities of military service.

Devin Edwards, age 19, also from Long Beach, California, joined the program in March 2025
and is scheduled to leave for BMT in May. He plans to become an Aircraft Maintenance
Technician. “I wish I had more time in the program because it does prepare you for the real
experience,” Edwards said.

The program is a vital resource for the Air Force Reserve, allowing recruits to acclimate to
the military lifestyle while maintaining their civilian commitments until their departure for
BMT. As March ARB continues to train and develop its future Airmen, the DET flight remains
an essential tool in shaping well-prepared recruits ready to serve.

Leading the program is Master Sergeant Christopher
Moreno, DETF coordinator and group training
manager for the 452nd Mission Support Group. His
guidance helps ensure recruits receive the
preparation necessary for success in their military
careers.

MSgt Moreno placed emphasis that the program
isn’t supposed to supplement the training provided
or for the program coordinators to impersonate the
military training instructors at Lackland. “This is
simply an introduction of what they should be
expecting,” said Moreno. “We don’t have them
performing facing movements or marching, but we
do have them learning customs and courtesies such
as their reporting statement.” 

Long Beach native, Jalia Nelson, age 18, said “The
program takes away the unexpected,” Nelson, who
joined the program in December 2024, is set to
depart for BMT at Lackland Air Force Base in April.
“We aren’t blindsided compared to people who are
in active duty.”
By simulating aspects of BMT, DETF helps recruits
build discipline, resilience, and confidence before
they arrive at Lackland. The structured environment
ensures they have a foundational understanding of
military customs, courtesies, and expectations,
easing their transition into service.

AIR FORCE RESERVE DELAYED ENTRY TRAINING FLIGHT
PREPARES RECRUITS FOR MILITARY LIFE

BY TECH SGT KEKOA SANTIAGO
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  • Gates Open to the Public

  • Boyd Willat - Sky Sailing   • E-3 AWACS Demo (Sat. Only)  
• B-1B Lancer Demo   • Vicky Benzing - Boeing Stearman

  • KC-46/F35A Air Refueling Demo   • F-35A Capability Exercise  
• John Collver - T-6 Ace Wardog 

  • Ed Hamill - Folds of Honor  
• Mark Peterson - A-37 Dragonfly
 • USAF CSAR Rescue Demo  
    HC-130J, HH-60, Ground Vehicles
  • Kent Pietsch Deadstick Comedy

  • USAF Thunderbirds Demonstration Team

  • WW2 Parade, Trainer Parade   • Anthony Oshinuga - Pitts S-1  
• Wings of Blue and Canadian Skyhawks Jump Teams   • KC-
135 Demo    • C-17 Globemaster Demo   • KC-135/C-
17 Air Refueling Demo

  • USMC F-35B Demo  
• F16/T38/A10 Military Fighters w/MV-
22 Osprey Demo   • Mustang Mania   • Aarron Deliu -
 Extra 330   • Calfire C-130H Demo

  • Opening Ceremony w/Air Force Academy Wing of Blue 
• Teaser: Ed Hamil / Aarron Deliu / Boyd Williat    
• Torrey Ward Microjet   • Dawn Patrol   • David Costa - TS-11 Iskra

AIR SHOW 2025



DO BRING THESE ITEMS TO THE SOCAL AIRSHOW

PERMITTED ITEMS

Service Dogs

Folding Chairs

Umbrellas (handheld)

Wagons

Strollers

Snacks

Water bottles (plastic, factory sealed, open once inside airshow)

Back Packs (small, unlocked, subject to inspection at any time)

Hydrations Backpacks/Camel Backs (empty upon entering, fill at
the airshow, free water stations will be placed throughout the
flight line)

Smoking (designated areas only, cigars, cigarettes, vapes)

Medications with prescription (tiny cooler/pack accepted on a
case-by-case basis)



DO NOT BRING THESE ITEMS TO THE SOCAL AIRSHOW

Aerosols

Firearms (regardless of credential
or CCW)

Ammunition/ExplosivesMace or
pepper spray

Knives (any sort or blade size)

Weapons (brass knuckles,
blackjacks/flapjacks, etc.)

Toy Guns

Batons, collapsible batons

Drones/any unmanned
systems/Radio Controlled
(regardless of FAA Part 107 Pilot
Certificate)

Lasers, Laser pointers

Drugs/drug paraphernalia (of any
kind, to include all marijuana
types)

Marijuana vape concentrate
(wax/strips/patches/dabs/vials)

NOT PERMITTED ITEMS

Glass bottles, thermal
containers, metal cans

Shelters/tents (Easy-ups, pop-
ups, quick shelters)

Coolers (of any type/kind)

Radio Equipment (scanners,
transmitters)

Bicycles/Roller skates,
skateboards, hoverboards,
Segways

Recreational motorized
mobility devices

Scooters

Pets or Animals

Range Finder

Flammable liquids



RECRUITMENT



452D AMW MOTIVATED
5/6 COUNCIL

ELECTIONS
I F  Y O U  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  B E I N G  A N

O F F I C I A L  E X E C U T I V E  M E M B E R  O F  T H E

4 5 2 D  A M W  5 / 6  C O U N C I L .  W E L L  N O W  I S

Y O U R  C H A N C E !  E L E C T I O N S  W I L L  S T A R T  I N

0 5  A P R I L  2 0 2 5  D U R I N G  U T A .  F I N A L  V O T E

W I L L  B E  F R I D A Y  0 2  M A Y  2 0 2 5 .

O P E N  P O S I T I O N S :

P R E S I D E N T

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

S E C R E T A R Y

T R E A S U R E R

S U B M I S S I O N  D E T A I L S :

- P A R A G R A P H  A B O U T  W H Y  Y O U  A R E

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  T A K I N G  O F F I C E

- W H A T  D O E S  L O Y A L T Y  A N D  D E D I C A T I O N

M E A N  T O  Y O U ?

W I N N E R S  W I L L  B E  A N N O U N C E D  M A Y  U T A

A N D  W I L L  T A K E  O F F I C E  J U N E  U T A

P L E A S E  S E N D  Y O U R  S U B M I S S I O N S  T O

( P R E V I O U S L Y  C R E A T E D )

4 5 2 A M W . R I S I N G S I X . C O U N C I L @ U S . A F . M I L  

mailto:452AMW.RisingSix.Council@us.af.mil
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